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Since 2017, Positive Impact has been engaging with the event
sector on carbon reduction. They have memorandums of
understanding with a number of UN Bodies including UNFCCC (UN
Climate Change).

The ‘Road to COP26 Event Sector Transformation’ builds on a
series of collaborations and enables event professionals to take
action which will support the future creation of a Climate Action
Framework for events.

On the 28th of January 2021, Positive Impact and UNFCCC (UN
Climate Change) engaged with over 39 strategic representatives of
the UK event sector to gain support for a #BuildBackBetter
approach including the launch of a Climate Action Framework for
Events at COP26. Support for this approach was gathered from

UNFCCC (UN Climate Change)
COP26 United Nations Climate Change Conference
Theresa Villiers Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group for
Events
The U.K. Cabinet Office 
Visit England Bringing the support of all UK convention bureaus
British Standards Institute
Institute of Event Management
Event Industry Board (who represent all Associations with
chapters in the U.K.) 

On the 7th of June, UNFCCC and Positive Impact engaged with
over 1500 global event professionals (via the Positive Impact
Ambassador network) to gain support for a Climate Action
Framework for Events. Support for this approach and willingness to
be founding members of the Framework was gathered from:

MCI Group UK (60 offices worldwide)
T-Mobile U.S. (100 events annually)
Interface
GES (4000 live experiences annually across over 75 countries)
Reed Exhibitions (7 millions visitors across the globe)
PIE Factory
Barbican (1.5 million visit people annually)
Maritz Global Events
Kenes Group (55,000 association members)
Church House (1000 unique events a year)
Messukeskus (1 million visitors annually)

These companies represent examples of significant clients and
suppliers in the global event sector. Anyone in the event sector
could be a founding member of the Climate Action Framework for
Events.

The above engagements demonstrate strategic and sector support
for the creation of a Climate Action Framework for Events to be
launched at COP26

The series of collaborations so far:

The ‘Road to COP 26 Event Sector Transformation’ is an initiative
curated by Positive Impact which will provide support to at least
1000 SME’s within the event sector to make a net zero commitment
and take action before COP 26.

The initiative is supported by SME Climate Hub (a member of the UN
Race to Zero Campaign) and aims to support events SMEs to join
the UNFCCC Climate Action Framework for Events (exact name of
this framework to be confirmed)

- Andrew Griffith

On the 29th of June, ‘The Road to COP26 Event Sector
Transformation’ was launched by Andrew Griffith, MP and the UK’s
Net Zero Business Champion for COP26, whose role is to support the
country’s business community to make credible plans to net zero by
2050 or earlier: 

Some key contributors during the launch of 'The Road to COP 26:
Event Sector Transformation':

'We all need to work
together to manage the

climate crisis.'

Sir David King, Government
chief scientific advisor 2000

- 2007, UK Government
permanent special

representative for climate
change 2013 - 2017

Miguel Naranjo, Programme
Officer, UNFCCC

'This isn't just good, it's
good for business.'

The goals, the governance
and the processes we use are

developed in conversation
with participants in the

sector. 

'I know how difficult it has been for the event sector and
I know that we can build back better. We should take
COP26 as a brilliant opportunity to show that we are the
solution and not the problem.'

Richard Shackleton,
Deputy head of Mission:

British Embassy Budapest

Johan Falk, Co-founder
and head of the

exponential roadmap
initiative, a founding

partner of the SME climate
Hub

'This is where the future is...
It is an incredible initiative

for this sector... Start taking
action!'

'There is a real need for the
sustainable emphasis on
events... VisitBritain look
forward to working with
positive impact, helping

businesses to get the
resources they need to get

to net zero.'

Kerrin MacPhie, Head of
Business Events

VisitBritain/VisitEngalnd

Next Steps 
The ‘Road to COP26 Event Sector Transformation’ is now launched
and will support at least 1,000 SMEs within the event sector to make
a net zero commitment and take action before COP26.
This initiative uses resources from SME Climate Hub (an initiative of
UN Race to Zero Campaign) tailored to the event sector by Positive
Impact with the intention of supporting event SMEs so they can be
founding members of the UNFCCC Climate Action Framework for
Events

How to join:
Click here to register

*If you have already made a net zero carbon commitment:
you can find resources here to encourage your supply chain and
peers to get involved 

How the event sector will support The Road to COP26 Event Sector
Transformation
The community of over 1,500 global Positive Impact -Ambassadors
who have committed to use their voice to create a sustainable event
sector will be empowered with resources to spread the word
-Event Sector Suppliers including GES, Maritz, Cerespo and
Conference Direct have already committed to share this initiative with
their supply chains which will reach over 40,000 global SMEs
- Visit Britain will share this initiative with their network of convention
bureaus in the lead up to COP26 
- Northstar Travel Group the largest travel media in the world will
regularly share progress of this initiative 
- Positive Impact will submit an annual acceleration action report on
the creation of a sustainable event sector to the United Nations
before the general assembly week

For further information further information on the background of this
initiative please click here:

https://www.positiveimpactevents.com/
http://www.positiveimpactevents.com/
https://www.positiveimpactevents.com/
https://www.positiveimpactevents.com/resources/climate-action-framework-for-the-event-sector

